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1. Definit ion
Paragraph anarvsis is ihe proi l ;ss of examining ihr: way i i :  vrhich a pai-agrapir isorganised anC recognising the tochnioue(st us*A iy;fr* auihoi to achieve t l ,u purpo*ufcr.which *ier piece of writing has been'nroOucJC. Ârraivsi,.,.r â nârâ.iranr"r m,...^^u: lu i . ] ; l ; : ; . I i ;C i i rE  nOW i iS  pâr is  t t l iC i ie  Up a  WhOle  

-  - * " * ts "  " ' | ' ;  " ' v

2. Purpose
The purpose behiiid,.analysing a paragraph is to b,ecn;ïe familjal with the differenipatterns of organisaiion ancj ine iàngL'age used in lvriting, as weli as ihe purposeswhich can be achieved using these puituri* È;;;;;;ià, a writer whose 6:urpose rs rocjiscuss an idea wilt organise his/hei- paragrepfi in a rverii that .s/he thinks is the mostconvincing for-the reader' 5,1l"re will also use lai"rguâgs il'ài srhe thirrks is appropriate fc;-a.chievrno, 

Lris/her 
purpase. (ln our case, the oufD(rse rs âi.an rô rê^^^hiôô +f.,.., - . : ;er i . ;ç rcr is i rûs oî  a  we; i  wt , i i ter r  paragraph so that  i t  may i r :  , *eU u* ,  * "Ju; i ' , , - "  

. ; : . .

3. Sfageo cf paragraph analysis

3.1. Purpose
ln  the f i rs t  s taoe nf  n; r ' r1 , - .1p:  : l l : ivs is .  L, ,G , . . r , i  i . . ,  i i r ia  , r , i re+ +h^ ^ ,paragraph is and how this purpose is a.nieuec ror'u*rilir-, ïnË'ffiJr:ti?T,'u".l,;may be to convince the reader of the dangers oi æiur".l c{riving through desci.ibing anaccident' discussing the causes and.efiects or *u.À"iriving or cornparing fhe way,drivers behave in two different 

"ounitiua, 
Thus, tÈg-*"il" nrrrnnaâ marr ha .n,riorrn,i

;i;io" 
i'irc u3e oI vailous techniques ot writing (narratirrn, clescripticrr ,i,.ù*-rixi..,

t,

3.2. Organïsatîon
in discussing the organisation çf a paragraph, we consider how its different parts(clauses, sentences, etc.) are related ino iurràtr",*;ù.y ;rke up a coherent whole. lnthis stage of the analysis, we also try to unaerstan.l the functions of differentsentences in the paragraph' For examplè, a sentenru-*Èo*u function is to introducethe theme of the paragraph is its Topfc senfence, ancl a sentencp fhrt err*.m:ri-ro ir
is  ; is  Tgwordecl  topic  senfence' .  

l i iù ' (  vv ' i ' i "q , roo.b i r

8.3. Coherence and tJnity

3.3.1. Caherence
colrerence refers to the relationships that link the rneanings of paris of sentences(e'g' clauses) and e.11te1c.es in a fiâce of writing. rnuil coherent paragraph is onein whicir  these relat ionships are' fogi ." f  and cleartr- ,  6vnraaq4r ^F-,  : ,  ,

;T,f,Sîffi ?jil::ffiïjiiÀ.;;i;;dil"ffi ;ffi;,;";"f*,liï,*',#,'f ild;i

-b

Coherence may be realised through the use of :



a) întersententîal (between sentences) ar intrasententia! (within sentences)
linking derrlces such as 'therefore', 'hort/ever', 'so,, ,becâuse,, ,finaiiy,, etc. ;

b) pronoun reference . anaphoric (referring backwarcl) or cataphoric ireferringforward), using pronouns ('he', ' i t ' ,  etc.)

c) reminders of the topfc (i,e. words and groups of words which repeat, cr are
related to, the main topic);

cl) sentences whiclr clarify suppcrte in thc paragraph l) 'r, elaboi'aîi,rg ùi-r,
explaining, or i l lustrating the support sentences,

3.3.2. Unity
Unity in a piece of writing is closely related to coherence, so that a coherent paragrapn
is a unified one. This characteristic of a paragraph is achieved through the use of
reminders of the topic and unity af theme (i,e. when all sentences in ihe paragraph
Jealwith one and the sanre theme),

3.4. Language
The language used in a piece of writing contributes to achieving the purpose of the
writer. DÏctian (words and expressions) and the type of seniences (iong, short,
simple or complex).may help to strengthen the cohàience and unity of a pàragraph
when used effectively,

Note : Paragraph anaiysis is rt/OI a comprehension exercise meant to check your'
understanding of a paragraph. Rather, it is a test of your ability to see. hçvu a pai-agiaph
is organised and how--its different parts relate to eaih other. ti is also meant io get you
to recognise the different purposes of writing and l"iow they rnay be effèctively
achieved.

{-*_.
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ParagraplL .Anal,y-ris : practica

T{rite a bentalive anar-,r'sis of 'che foLrowing. paragrraphf r:onsidering its
purpose, orga.nieation, coherence ancl unity , and. lanouacre.

i lcrre anci h.ate are two ve.rv clistincl and powerfu-i. .:rncticns, but
surpr j . . t inq l .y  they share se ' rera l  inporLant  s j ,m-t . l -nr j t j -es.  F i rs t ,  boi ;h of
I t rese emot i -ons Ceve'Lop f rc t  a concern for  se l f  .  t 'ç l r  instance,  a môLher?s
love i ras,L sct , f j .sh mot ive i . ,ecause through rep: :<. rdt rc t ion she is  extendingi
her  power:  [c  creal :e ] - i fe  i r r  ner  own image.  s imj_rarry,  hate is  c_ learr ly
-Lrnked to se- ' . f . i -sh not . . i - ' r . ' -s .  Cne wr:y  to make onesel f  feel -  supor ior  js  to
despise peopl .e t ' rho a: :e d. i f ferent-  : :ac ia l ly ,  re lJ-g iously  r - . r  econ, : rn ica l ly i
most  or-e judice can be descr ibeci  in  th is  way,  A second s imj  lar i ty  beLween
these extremes is  Lhei : :  dcstruc l ; j . ( ) ï I  ( - . f  ra t icne. l_  fh i l r ) i i r rg.  iÂC powei- iu i
i! '" 'e tei.rrye.:i i  fuuei-ican drvorcee Mrs. sirn"pson and Klng Edward vrrr
eventual ly  ied hrm to abd:cate the throne of  Enqland.  Thrs act ion was
i r rat ional -  because i t  was guided by h is  emot ions.  HaÈe i -oo has th is  power
cver  Feop1e'  t ' l io ient-  acts l . jke chi ld  abuse an<-{  most  mrrrders are rnot ivatec. l
by hate and are i . r rat ional  ac[s.  l ' ina l ly ,  love and hate share the abi l i t l '
te .  inspi re major  changes.  Of len,  c j r . re to thc : . l is ; j ' . . i l i i '  , i6 . ' i  nod f ron l -ove,
. r , r r - r ]  ^  - 1  . . - . . . r . : - -  - L - -  - ^ -  r -  ! rLreoP.rc ntKe qrdttrai ic charrges in the. i , r  bel iefs and l i festyles. Lj"kewise,
ha te  can deep ly  a l te r  our  be l ie fs  and in fJ  uer rce  our  acg ions .  Rea l is ing
Lhat because of their conplexity love ancJ. hate c-to have much .i-n corunerr,
oeopie should curt ivaLe love and d,efend themsel.ves aqa_inst hate.

Now, coqpare Ètris analysis with your$.

Purpose
The purpose of the paragraph to be ana]-ysed is to show how love and hate,
two seemingly dist inct emotions, mayst i l l  be considered as simi lar.  This
purpose is achieved through l ist ing and i l lustrat ing sinr i .Lar j . t ies that
exist  between the two emotlons.

Organieation
' l 'he F3:3E:apl- ,  c.r l t ta iûs rcurteen sentences of which the f i rst  one is the
topic sentence and the last, one the reworded. (Nor REWARDED) topic
sentence. sentences 2, 6 and 11, are the three supports of the copic
sentence. 'Each of these supports is folLowed by a number of sentences
which serve ei ther as i l lustrat ions or eiaborat ions on each support .

Coberence and rrnity
coherence is achieved in the paragraph through t,he use of a nunber of
dev ices .  For  example ,  the  au thor  used l i s t inq  words  ( rF i rs t ' ,  rsecond '
and rFinarry ') .  He used l inkincr wn,r:ds +-o ;chiev* .LrrLersentent ial
c o h e r e n c e  ( ' F o r  i n s t a n c e t ,  r o n e  w a y . . . r ,  ' L i k e w i s e r )  a n d  i n t r a s e n t e n t i a l
coherence ( 'bu t l ,  ' becauser ,  tandt ) .  There  a te  a rso  examples  o f  anaphor ic
re fe rence ( r they '  in  sentence one,  and rshe '  in  sentence th ree) .

unity is also achleved in the paragraph through the frequenl,  use of
reminders  o f  the  top ic  ( remot i r :ns t ,  t J .o îc ' ,  t f ia le i ,  ,deJp ise t ,  t v l "o len t
act.s ' |  êtc.  )  and the fact that alL sentences are : :elated to the topic of
the parâgraph,



IJanguagê
ove ra l l ,  t he  l anquage  used  - t - n  t h i s  pa rag raph  i s  s imp le  t o  unde rs tand  fo r
the  gene ra f  reade r .  The re fo re ,  we  ma l i  say  t ha t  i t  i s  no t  add ressed  t . o  any
s p e c i f i c  a u d i e n c e ,  a l t h o u e h  m o s t  o f  t h e  v o c a b u r a r y  r s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e
f i e l d  o f  p s y c h o l o g y .

Some vocabu la ry  i t ems  a re  t yp i . ca l  o f  t he  wo rd .s  used
c o n t r a s t  ( ' d i s t i n c t ' , , s i m i l a r i t i e s ' r ' s i m i l a r l V , , '

an  compar l son  and
s h a r e t ,  e t c , )

Excep l  f o r  two  o r  t h ree  sen tences ,  t - he  sen t .ences  fo i l - ow  a  ra t i t e r  sho r t
and  s imp le  pa t te rn ,  wh i - ch  adds  to  t he  s i -mp l i  c r - t y  and  c la r i - t y  o f  t he
p a r a g r a p h ,

2. Write your olvn analysis of the following paragraphs :

2 ' r .  c h a r i t y  r s  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  a n  o c c a s i o n a i  g e n e r o u s  a c t  o f  g r v r n g ,
Because  mos t  peop le  t h i nk  t ha t  q i v i ng  i s  t . he  mean ing  o f  t he  wo rd ,  cha r i  t y
needs  to  be  more  c lea r l y  de f i ned .  r t  i s  no t  c i r opp i -ng  o f f  a  bag  o f  used
c lo thes  a t  a  l oca -L  conmtun i t y  cen te r .  r t  i s  no t  buy ing  a  chcco fa te  ba r  i n
o rde r  t o  send  a  ch i . Ld  t o  camp .  r t  i s  no t  s : -gn ing  t . he  pay - ro ]1  c i educ t i on
ca rc l  a t  t he  o f f i ce ,  An  i n rpo r t -an t  reeson  fo r  g rv ing  cnà r i t y  _Ls  no t
p rê i ssu re  bu t  t he  pe rso i . r a l ,  des i re  co  he lp  o the rs .  A  cha r i t ab ] -e  pe rso r r  doesnc t  seek  p ra i se  o r  rewarc l  bu t  shows  a  genu i . ne  conce rn  f o r  a l l  peop ie .  Heo r  she  g i ves  t ime  j , n  add : - t i on  t o  ma te r i a . r_  i t ems .  sha r i ng  an  a r t i , s t i c
ta len t  by  Leach ing  a  younq  c f i r l d  i s  an  exanLp le .  s i gn inq  a  f o rm  to  dona t_ev i t . a l  o r g a n s  a f t e r  d e a t . h  i r r u s t r a t e s  c h a r i - t y .  r t  1 s  a l s o  u s i n g
occupa t i ona l  sk r r -Ls  t o  he l , p  c theL :s  - - f o r  exàmpr_e ,  a  rawye r  g rv r .g  f r eeleqa i  ac l v l ce  o r  a  doc to r  f r ee  med lca l  adv rce .  so  cha r r t y  i s  ca r r r " rg  enoug1 r
? : : : : _ î : î e r s  

t o  r e g u l a r l y  s h a r e  o n e r s  a s s e t s  _ * b o t h  n o n â r a r y  a n dr  n r  anq l_b l  e  .

2 ' 2 '  The  de f i n i t i on  o f  equa l j - t y  va r i es  f r om woman  to  woman .  Fo r  so rnewonen /  equa l . i t y  n leans  be ing  equa l  t o  men  po l i t i ca tLy  and  soc ia r r y .  TheyfeeL  tha t  t he  t : : ad i t i ona l  codes  o f  ch i va r i y  - . "  no  ronge r  app l i cab le  andresen t  men  who  open  the i r  doo rs r  puL l  ou t  Lhe i r  cha i r s ,  anO Le fp  t hemwi th  t he i r  coa ts .  on  t -he  o the r  hand ,  f o r  some  wonen /  equa l i t y  means  tha tlhey shou" ld have the same c ippor tuni t i_es anci  benef i ts  as nen ye1--  arsoen roy  the  c rad i t l on  o f  ch i va r r y .  These  women /  t hough  they  may  ho ldp r e s t r g i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n  o r  m e d i c l n e ,  d o n , t  r e s e n ta  man  who  opens  the  doo r  f o r  t hem.  s t i r l  f o r  o the r  women /  equa -L :_ t y  i sl - i t t l e  more  than  a  pub t j - c  i n te res t  s to ry  wh i ch  has  no  e f f ecC  upon  the i rl i v e s .  T h e y  a r e  s e c u r e  i n  t _ h e i r  l i f e s t y l e s ,  w h e t h e r  d o m e s t i c  o r  n o t ,  a n dtend  no i :  t o  ques t i on  t he  i ssue .  pe rhaps  Lhe re  i s  no  one  de f i n i t r o '  o fequa l i t y  f o r  women  bu t  man iz .  s i nce  each  woman  mus t  dec ide  how rmpor tan t

; : : ] : t au  
i s  t o  he r  own  se l f - es teem be fo re  she  can  de re rm ine  whar  equa r_ ' r y

I r ç o t l ù .



USMBA-FLDM-FEZ SEMESTER 4-ACIR
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

PARAGRAPH ANALYSIS- PRACTICE 2


