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PARAGRAFH ANALYSIS

1. Definition

Paragraph analysis is fhe proess of examining e way it winich a paragraph is
organised and recognising the tachnique(s) used by the author to achieve the purpose
for which the piece of writing has been produced. Analysing a naracraph manng
wndeSlancing NOw its parts make up a whole.,

2. Purpose ‘
The purpose behind analysing a paragraph is to become familiar with the different
patterns of organisation and the language used in writing, as well as the purposes
which can be achieved using these patterns. For example, a writer whose purpose is to
discuss an idea will organise his/her paragrash in a way that s/he thinks is the most
convineing for the reader. S/he will also use fanguage that s/he thinks is appropriats for
achieving his/her purpose. {In our case, the puUrnese is alrn ta recognice 4ho
vhaiucieristios of a well written paragraph so that it may be used as a medel.)

3. Stages of paragraph analysis

3.1. Purpose
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In the first stage of paragrapn analyeis, we Ty weosleie what the surpese of a
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paragraph is and how this purpose is achieved. For example, the purpose of a writer
may be to convince the reader of the dangers of carelass driving through describing an
accident, discussing the causes and effects of such driving or comparing the way
drivers behave in two different countries. Thus, the same DUrBORA may ha arhisusd
tuuugh ihe use of various techniques of writing (narration, descrintion, argumentation,
ate.)

3.2. Organisation

In discussing the organisation of a paragraph, we consider how its different parts
(clauses, sentences, etc.) are related and whether they make up a coherent whole. In
this stage of the analysis, we also try to understand the functions of different
sentences in the paragraph. For example, a sentence whose function is to introduce
the theme of the paragraph is its topic sentenre’ and 3 sentence that gummarises it
is iis reworded fopic sentence’

3.3. Coherence and Unity

3.3.1. Coherence
Coherence refers to the relationships that link the meanings of parts of sentences
(e.g. clauses) and sentences in a piece of writing. Thus, a coherent paragraph is one
in which these relationships are logical and clearly cxrressed and in which ihe
supporting sentences develop the main topic of the paragraph. This main topic (idea)
is stated in the topic sentence.

Coherence may be realised through the use of -



a) intersentential (between sentences) or intrasentential (within sentences)
linking devices such as 'therefore’ however’, 'so’, 'because’, finaliy’, efc. |

b) pronoun reference : anaphoric (referring backward) or cataphoric {referring
forward), using pronouns ('he', it', etc.) ’

¢) reminders of the topic (i.e. words and groups of words which repeat, or are
related to, the main topic);

d) sentences which clarify supports in the paragraph by elaborating oin,
explaining, or illustrating the support sentences.

3.3.2, Unity ‘
Unity in a piece of writing is closely related to coherence, so that a coherent paragraph
is a wnified one. This characteristic of a paragraph is achieved through the use of
reminders of the topic and unity of theme (i.e. when all sentences in the paragraph
dzal with one and the same theme).

3.4. Language

The language used in a piece of writing contributes to achieving the purpose of the
writer. Diction (words and- expressions) and the fype of senfences (long, short,
simple or complex) may help to strengthen the coherence and unity of a paragraph
when used effectively.

Note : Paragraph analysis is NOT a comprehension exercise meant o check your
understanding of a paragraph. Rather, it is a test of your ability to see how a paragraph
is organised and how its different parts relate to each other. It is also meant to get you
to recognise the different purposes of writing and how they may be effectively
achieved.
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Paragrapl Bnalysis : Practica

Write a tentative analysis of the following paragraph, considering its
purpose, orgunisation, coherence and unity , and language.

Love and hate are two very distinct and powerful emoticns, but
surprisingly they share several important similarities. First, both of
these emotions develop frem a concern for self. For instance, a mother's
love nas 2 sclfish motive because through reproduction she is extending
her power to create life in her own image. Similarly, hate is clearly
linked to seifish motives. One way to make onsself feel supzrior is to
despise pacple who are different racially, religiously or economically;
most prejudice can be described in this way. A second similarity between
these extremes is their destruction of rational thinkiuny. the poweriul
ivve petween Awerican divorcee Mrs. Simpson and King Edward VIII
eventually led him to abdicate the throne of England. This action was
irrational because it was guided by his emotions. Hate too has this power
cvar people, Viclent acts like child abuse and most murders are motivated
by hate and are irraticnal acts. Finally, love and hate share the ability
tu.lnsplre major changes. Often, due to thzo insight gained from love,
people moke dramatic changes in their beliefs and lifestyles. Likewise,
hate can deeply alter our beliefs and influence our actions. Realising
that because of their complexity love and hate do have much in common,
oeople should cultivate love and defend themselves against hate.

Now, compare this analysis with yours,

Purpose
The purpose of the paragraph to be analysed is to show how love and hate,
two seemingly distinct emotions, may still be considered as similar. This

purpose is achieved through listing and illustrating similarities that
exist between the two emotions.

Organisation

The raragraph contaias rourteen sentences of which the first one is the
topic sentence and the last one the reworded (NOT REWARDED) topic
sentence. Sentences 2, 6 and 11 are the three supports of the topic
sentence. 'Each of these supports is followed by a number of sentences
which serve either as illustrations or elaborations on each support.

Coherence and unity

Coherence is achieved in the paragraph through the use of a number of
devices. For example, the author used listing words ('First’, 'Second'

and 'Finally'). He used linking words +o zchieve Intersentential .
conerence ('For instance', 'One way...!', 'Likewise') and intrasentential
coherence ('but!, 'because', 'and'). There are also examples of anaphoric

reference ('they' in sentence one, and 'she' in sentence three).

Unity is also achieved in the paragraph through the frequent use of
reminders of the topic ('emotionse!', 'lowvs', 'hate’ ‘despise', 'viclent

acts', eatc,) and the fact that all sentences are related to the topic of
the paragrapb



Language

Overall, the language used in this paragraph is simple to understand for
the general reader. Therefore, we may say that it is not addressed to any
specific audience, although most of the vocabulary is related to the
field of psychology.

Some vocabulary items are typical of the words used in comparison and
contrast ('distinct', 'similarities’', 'similarly', 'share', etc.)

Except for two or three sentences, the sentences follow a rather short
and simple pattern, which adds to the simplicity and clarity of the
paragraph.

2. Write your own analysis of the following paragraphs

2.1. Charity is much more than an occasional generous act of giving.
Because most people think that giving is the meaning of the word, charity
needs to be more clearly defined. It is not dropping off a bag of used
clothes at a local community center. It is not buying a chocolate bar in
order to send a child to camp. It is not signing the pay-roll deduction
card at the office. An important reason for giving charity is not
pressure but the personal desire to help others. A charitable person does
not seek praise or reward but shows a genuine concern for all people. He
or she gives time in addition to material items. Sharing an artistic
talent by teaching a young child is an example. Signing a form to donate
vital organs after death illustrates charity. It is alsoc using
occupational skills to help others --for example, a lawyer giving free
legal advice or a doctor free medical advice. So charity is caring enough
about others to regularly share one's assets --both monetary and
intangible, )

2.2. The definition of equality varies from woman to woman. For some
women, equality means being equal to men politically and socially. They
feel that the traditional codes of chivalry are no longer applicable and
resent men who open their doors, pull out their chairs, and help them
with their coats. On the other hand, for some women, equality means that
they should have the same opportunities and benefits as men yet also
enjoy the tradition of chivalry. These women, though they may hold
prestigious positions in government, education or medicine, don't resent
a man who opens the door for them. Still for other women, equality is
little more than a public interest story which has no effect upon their
lives. They are secure in their lifestyles, whether domestic or not, and
tend not to question the issue. Perhaps there is no one definition of
equality for women but many, since each woman must decide how important

equality is to her own self-esteem before she can determine what equality
means. :
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v Tt;c:t:e ceﬂb p}aoncs and dnwng.; are a deadly mix, I am in favor of a ban on cel] phone use by

bmusé " ost o v_mus reason for this ban is to save lives. Every year, thousands of drivers are killed

b hoeii : talking on cell phones instead of watching the road while they are driving. The first

Sewnds u = e;o::i:e to slil.g)port a ban on cell phones when driving, but I have two other reasons My

reaso at these drivers cause accidents that kill other | i -

oo . people. Sometimes these drivers kill

er drivers; sometimes they kill passengers or even pedestrians, These drivers certainly don’t have the

A successful job interview depends on being prepared in three eq:.!all-,r important areas:
mental, emational, and physical. Mental preparation includes learning as much as you can
in advance about the position and the company. it also ipclude:. being mentally aier:‘,t_sa
he sure to get enough sleep the night before the interview. The second area of preparation

i i i having a positive attitude. You can express this through guqd
livbuiegmp i rla tively about the interview will help

posture, a smile, and a firm handshake. Thinking posi v

you avoid nervous mannerisms: unnecessary movement tha; sugg:;ests thatd\'l;l; :r;enti:; )
ird wa repare vourself for the interview is to be well groom&

TS ittt 4 |. Knowing that you are prepared

appropriate clothes, neither too formal nor too casua g
mentally, emuﬁnnaliv, and physically will help you feel confident, and that will help make

your imtasview 2 SuCCass.
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