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Past perfect tense and Past perfect continuous

I-Past perfect
1-Form

'fhe past perfect tense is formed with had + past participle:

-The ship had gone down' (affirmative)
-'fhc winter had been very mild' (affirmative)
-Had the ship gone down quickly? (Yesi No question)
-When had the ship gone dorvn? (Wh- question)
- They hadn't (had not) done their homework'

The past perfect is used to refer to an event that is previous to another in past time' We use it

when ws want to draw atlention to the fact that something took place and finished before

something else in the past and to show thal something happened before a specific date' time'

or event. ËxamPles:

-V/e had heard nothing from Tony before he returned'
-She didn't mention that she had seen you at the match'

we often use thc past perfèct simple in clauses connected by a conjunctitln (e'g' when' and'

that, because, so):to o.luur. containing a verb in the simple past'

'l knew (that) I had seen her somewhere'
.Ithadstoppedrainingsotheydidn,tbotlrertoputthecaraway.

We use the past perfect to clarify the order of event:

-They had finished eating when i got there'

Exercise 1
Fill in the blanks with the past perfect of the verb in parentheses:

The Titanic had luxuries that ships (neverÀave) before.
1-
-

3-
Poor emigrants on the shiP
By 1912, the Wright brothers
flight.

4- The Titanic
5- The captainôf ihe'litanic didn't pay attention
(receive).

(leave) behind a way of life'

-(alreadY/ make) a successful

(originallY/ have) 32 lifeboats'
to the wamings he



6- The winter before Apnl,I9L2,
7- Pieces of ice

(be) unusually mild.
(break) away from the Arctic region.

8- Passengers heard a noise but didn't understand what (happen).
9- For many years, people searched for the Titanic. By 1985, the wreck of the

Titanic (passive: find).
10-Bv 1912. the radio (passive: akeady I invent).
ll- Everyone was surprised when you failed the test because you
(always/ have) good grades before.
12- The story of the Titanic was not new to me because I
movies.

(see) the

Exeicise 2
Tell if the following had already happened or hadn't happened yet by the time you got to
class:

The teacherl collect the homework.
By the time I got to class, the teacher had already collected the homework.

1- The teacherl arcive
2^ Most of the students/ arrive
3r The class/ beein
4- 'Ihe teacher/ iake attendance
5- Il do the homework.

ll-Past perfect continuous
l-Form

The past perfect continuous is formed with had + been + verb- ing

-The ship had been travelling for fow days. (affrrmative)
-The passengers had been enjoving themselves. (affirmative)
-What had the passengers been doing? (question)
-They hadn't been working for iong. (negative)

We use the past perfect.ontinuouiî*bethut a continuous past action occurred before
another past aetion.

-His eyes were red. I could tell he'd been crying.

It is also used to show the druation of a continuous action that was completed before another
past action. We use it to show the amount of time.

-He'd been driving without a break for several hours when the accident happened.



Exercise 3 r - - ^ -a :rfect continuous tense of the

F'l in the blanks with the simpre past tense or the past p€

verb in Parenthesesl
Gtudy) English

1- When I
(come) to the U.S,I

(wait) for two Yeæs when I (get) a

.h*.. to leave mY country
(live) in the same house all my life when I -

for tlrree Years.
I_ -a

3-

4-

5-

(live) i

(eave) mY citY'
(feel) very sad wten lteft mf ll!because

{work) with the same Peo
L - -  '  '  

,  t , \ r ^ L ^ ^ - r r * o o f n t

ple for ten Years'
t.==- t')L11"'t 

*" h" 
" 

tlursJ for six months when a war
I

6reak out) in mY country'
(get) to the U'S.,1

(travel) for
6- BY the time I

fours daYs'

The Titanic

Theyearwaslg l2 'Therat l iohadal readybeoninventedin lg0 l .The
w*ghr Brort.ers offurr*uay made th;;'il;successful flight in 1908' Thc

Tiianic._the ship 
"î 

,fr""*i-f,an iust teen built and rvas ready to maxe

its first voyâge t 
"* 

n"ài"nd to Àmerica with its 2,200 passengef$'

rhe rftaru" *# ffi;;; À.q^{rËîiïi ip-ln"i had evcr been trullt' It

had lun[ies that -;ip;;;;qft]:9;;;;;;l-ctric 
lisht and heat' electric

elevators, " 
,*i**irTJpil,'- t"-xirt ffii.^,1il;;ti9-'.1"1much more' lt rvas

buitt to give its nrsçctass pa.$sengeïs;î^tit; cornforts of :he best hotels'

B ut ii "r, p * ** i là''*;; ;q :11flJffi l*1;X iÏ'*îT' iTl.i'ffi:
Hîîî-,i: ilJ$i--iïi,ffiiËry;;;h'h"p** or u ù*iter rire

The Titanic began ro cross ttr* eiii"ïi.-O"*i'" on.April 10' The winter

of 1912 had ueen'rîiii*ùrnv mil{ *d'til; blocks of 1ï 
hn<t broken awâv

from the Arctic region. Bv the {tffi.;rv 
ît sea, the captain had received

several wârningp ,u"*t icô, but he was not ver'v t'orried; he didn't reatlze

how much o*ogu* Ût* ship was i"' bîil;iî-;: at 11:40 p'm'' an iceberg

was spotteo' straighJ aneaO' rtt* ryriry"tried !'{1 Ï::-:**ïhe 
direction 9f

his ship, but he fi'Jd;fi;carrs*-tne Titanic was traveling too fast and it

was too big,. lt nii ttte i"uUerg and-started to sink'

The Tltanic had originally h"d ffîiÀn"*i', but }2 
of bhem hnd been

removed to mat<e the ship look beiie;:\fril; -h. ship wa's sinking'- rich

people were put on lifeboais. Women nnd children wereïut on the lifeboats

Lefore men. Bv ;h;-tilt the third+Iass passelg:t***i* allowed to come

up from tneir caïii'l'*u'lor tn" ruuuouds ha'd alreadv left'

several hours laier, another -hrnïË;d lt 1g'"uut 
the Titenic h$d

already goo* noittlôt'iv o"" tniro of the passengers survived'


