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SIMPLE PRESENT  

 
Extract 1  
 
Hello. My name is Lupita Gonzalez. I work in a large company in Monterrey, Mexico. We make 
bottles and cans for soft drinks. I am a secretary. I answer the telephone and take messages. I also use 
a fax machine and a computer. My first language is Spanish but sometimes I speak English. Many of 
our clients are from the United States. My supervisor is Mr. Torres. He is an engineer. I start work at 
8:00. I usually drive to work. I have lunch from 1:00 to 2:00. I finish work at 5:30. I go home and 
help my mother prepare dinner. We have dinner at 9:00. After dinner I usually watch television a 
while. I usually go to bed at 11:00. 
 
Extract 2 
 
Frank's day begins at 6:30. He gets up, takes a shower and gets dressed. He always has breakfast and 
drinks a cup of coffee. Then he goes to the university for his classes. When he finishes his morning 
classes, he usually eats lunch at 12:00 in the cafeteria. At lunch, he sometimes talks with his friends. 
After lunch he goes to his afternoon classes. He usually goes home at about 5:00. He eats dinner and 
relaxes for a while. Sometimes he takes a walk or goes running. For the rest of the evening he reads 
and does homework. Frank goes to bed about 11:00. What a busy day! 
 
Extract 3 

My roommate's name is Eric. He is from Los Angeles. We get along well. He is quiet and doesn't 
make a lot of noise. Sometimes Eric and I have dinner together. We don't see each other much though 
because our schedules are really different.    

Extracts 4 

The earth is round 

The sun rises from the east 

Most children like ice cream 

Mothers think that their kids will never grow up 

Task 1. Complete the following table with sentences (from the text) that indicate the functions 
below: 

 
Habits and routines Facts, général 

truths   
Thoughts 
and feelings  

States, things staying the same, 
and 
things that are true for a long 
time 

    

 
 
Task 2. What do the highlighted words in the text add to the use of the present 

 
First category (adverbs) Second category (subject pronouns +verbs) 
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Task 3. In pairs, deduce the rules of the present use 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Task 4.  Select from the text affirmative sentences and turn them into the interrogative form and 
the negative form. Then, in the third column, determine whether the verb used in these 
sentences is an auxiliary. Complete the chart below:  

Affirmative  sentence 

 

Interrogative  sentence Negative sentence Structure of the 
interrogative and 
negative forms 

His name is Lupita Is his name Lupita?  His name is not Lupita   

I answer the phone Do I answer the phone? I do not answer the 
phone 

 

    

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

    

 

 

Task 5. Look at the extracts 1and 2 again and identify the functions of the highlighted words. 

Extract 1  
 
Hello. My name is Lupita Gonzalez. I work in a large company in Monterrey, Mexico. We make 
bottles and cans for soft drinks. I am a secretary. I answer the telephone and take messages. I also use 
a fax machine and a computer. My first language is Spanish but sometimes I speak English. Many of 
our clients are from the United States. My supervisor is Mr. Torres. He is an engineer. I start work at 
8:00. I usually drive to work. I have lunch from 1:00 to 2:00. I finish work at 5:30. I go home and 
help my mother prepare dinner. We have dinner at 9:00. After dinner I usually watch television a 
while. I usually go to bed at 11:00. 
 
Extract 2 
 
Frank's day begins at 6:30. He gets up, takes a shower and gets dressed. He always has breakfast and 
drinks a cup of coffee. Then he goes to the university for his classes. When he finishes his morning 
classes, he usually eats lunch at 12:00 in the cafeteria. At lunch, he sometimes talks with his friends. 
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After lunch he goes to his afternoon classes. He usually goes home at about 5:00. He eats dinner and 
relaxes for a while. Sometimes he takes a walk or goes running. For the rest of the evening he reads 
and does homework. Frank goes to bed about 11:00. What a busy day! 
 

Linkers (the organization of the 
text) 

Time markers  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Task 6: Complete the chart below with examples from your own routines  

Time markers a Adverb of frequency Verb Example 

At  Everyday   

 

When  Often   

 

After  Usually   

 

Before  Always   

 

 Sometimes   

 

 Never   

 

 Seldom   

 

 Rarely   
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PRESENT SIMPLE AND PRESENT CONTINOUS 

 

 

 

He is still doing his homework 

Barbara is watching the squirrel as he is eating nuts 

Task 1: Pick from the texts and sentences examples that illustrate that an action is in progress  

Sentence with 
action in 
progress 

Its structure Time marker Meaning Its negative 
form 

Its interrogative 
form 

      

 

 

     

 

 

     

  

Task 2: In groups deduce the rule of the present continuous 
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