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COMPARING AND CONTRASTING: SENTENCE STRUCTURE

1. The following paragraph is missing a topic sentence and many supporting sentences. Fill 

in the blanks with well written sentences in order to create a coherent and unified 

paragraph.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. First, both require an early 

start. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………, 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... Second, 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Being at 

work on time pleases the employer; being in class on time pleases the instructor. Third, both 

require devoting a lot of efforts. ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Likewise, ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………….. Fourth, ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. On 

the job, different tasks must be done by a certain time; in a class, 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Finally, both work and school benefit society. ……………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………..Similarly, ………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………It is not surprising that work and school share these five 

similarities, since one of the purposes of school is to prepare a student for the job of his choice.

Transitional expressions used in comparison:

 in the same way

 and, also, in addition

 as well as

 both, neither

 each of

 just as...so

 similarly

 like

 too

 the same

 

Transitional expressions used in contrast:

 although

 whereas

 but

 however

 conversely

 on the other hand

 in contrast
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 while

 yet

 unlike

Exercise 2:  Using the transitional expressions above, complete the following paragraph by adding 

supporting sentences and a concluding sentence.

Although cars and human beings are different, they are similar in so many ways. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….

Exercise 3:Using the transitional expressions above, write a paragraph in which you compare and 

contrast cell phones and regular phones.
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